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Declarat ion of the Anna Lindh 
Foundation concerning the terror attack 
of 31st December 2010 in Alexandria 
 
The Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean Foundation for the Dialogue between 
Cultures, which has its international headquarters in Alexandria (Egypt), 
expresses its deep sadness and pain about the terror attack which 
affected this city on the night of 31st December. The President of the 
Foundation, André Azoulay, and all of his team, wish to express their 
solidarity with the victims, their families and the Egyptian people. 

In response to this act of violence, the Anna Lindh Foundation will intensify its 
efforts in favour of dialogue in the Euro-Mediterranean region by involving and 
engaging in this mission all those who share the need to eradicate the 
culture of hatred, and to build societies based on mutual respect between 
people of different origins, traditions and beliefs. Committed against a Coptic 
church in Alexandria, the attack aimed to provoke sectarian tension 
between the different religious communities that have lived together in 
peace in Egypt for centuries. This crime, carried out against civilians who 
were practising their faith together, demands the mobilisation of all those 
who promote the right to practise freely religious beliefs. The Anna Lindh 
Foundation condemns any pretention to exploit religions and take religions 
hostage for the sake of fuelling violent behaviour and terrorism, whilst they 
carry a message of peace and fraternity for the immense majority of 
believers.        

The Anna Lindh Foundation has had the opportunity to consistently observe 
in Alexandria how the coexistence between Muslims and Christians, which 
is part of the daily life in Egypt, is a major asset for peaceful relations 
between the different religious communities that exist in Middle Eastern 
societies, from where they originated. In view of the brutal attack that the 
Alexandrian people suffered, the Anna Lindh Foundation feels closer than 
ever to the Egyptian people and its institutions, and sets out to preserve the 
diverse heritage which is essential to building a Euro-Mediterranean space of 
peace and freedom.  

Headquarters of the Anna Lindh Foundation 

For editors  
The Anna Lindh Foundation, created in 2005 is an institution shared by the 43 
countries of the Union for the Mediterranean, with a region-wide network of over 
3000 civil society organizations and a mandate to bring people together as a way 
to promote dialogue between cultures. For more information, log on to: 
www.euromedalex.org  
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