
GERALD LEON CANNON 

Note biografiche 

Gerald Leon Cannon (nato nel 1958) è un contrabbassista jazz e ar�sta visivo statunitense. 

Infanzia 

Nato a Racine, nel Wisconsin, ha frequentato l'Università del Wisconsin a La Crosse, dove ha 
incontrato il musicista jazz Milt Hinton. Cannon ha anche studiato al Wisconsin Conservatory of 
Music di Milwaukee. 

Biografia 

Cannon si è trasferito a New York City all'età di 28 anni e ha iniziato a suonare al Blue Note Jazz 
Club con i musicis� Winard, Philip Harper e Jus�n Robinson. Da lì, ha con�nuato a suonare con Art 
Blakey's Jazz Messengers, Dexter Gordon, Cedar Walton Trio con Billy Higgins, Jimmy Smith, Jimmy 
Scot, James Williams, Hamiet Bluiet, Ed Thigpen, Frank Foster, John Bunch, Eddie Harris, Stanley 
Turren�ne e Bunky Green. Quando il trombe�sta Roy Hargrove è venuto in un club dove Cannon 
stava lavorando, si sono incontra�. Per i successivi sete anni, Cannon si esibì come membro della 
band di Hargrove nei principali fes�val jazz di tuto il mondo, tra cui il North Sea Jazz Fes�val, il 
Cape Town Jazz Fes�val, il Montreux Jazz Fes�val, l'Umbria Jazz Fes�val di Perugia e il Montreal 
Jazz Fes�val. Ha anche partecipato al pluripremiato tour Crisol, dove Cannon ha suonato con 
musicis� cubani come il percussionista Jose Luis “Chanquito” Quintana, Miguel ‘Anga’ Diaz, Horacio 
“El Negro” Hernandez e Chucho Valdes e ha studiato con il bassista Orlando “Cachahito” Lopez e il 
pianista Ruben Gonzalez. 

S�le 

Cannon porta avan� il sapere tramandatogli dai bassis� Ray Brown, Sam Jones, Ron Carter e Buster 
Williams e con�nua la tradizione tenendo masterclass negli Sta� Uni� e in Europa. Ha insegnato al 
Conservatorio di Oberlin nel 2014, al Conservatorio di musica del Wisconsin a Milwaukee, alla New 
School di New York e alla Long Island University. Ha inoltre tenuto numerose masterclass 
all'Università del Wisconsin a Whitewater e Eau Claire, all'Emory University di Atlanta, in Georgia, e 
al Conservatorio di Amsterdam. Cannon è stato anche membro della facoltà del Conservatorio di 
Maastricht, in Olanda. Cannon è atualmente insegnante di basso jazz alla JUILLIARD School (New 
York), professore associato di basso jazz all'Oberlin College & Conservatory (Ohio) e membro del 
consiglio di amministrazione del Wisconsin Conservatory of Music. Dopo aver lasciato Hargrove, 
Cannon ha ricoperto il ruolo di bassista per il baterista Elvin Jones fino alla sua scomparsa nel 
2004. Da allora, Cannon ha lavorato con Wynton e Branford Marsalis, Pat Mar�no, Louis Hayes, 
The Cannonball Legacy, Ernes�ne Anderson, Carmen Lundy, Abbey Lincoln, Gary Bartz, Joe Lovano, 
Monty Alexander, Larry Willis, Eddie Henderson, Steve Turre, Eric Reed, il Dexter Gordon Legacy 
Ensemble e molte altre formazioni, oltre che con il proprio quarteto. Con�nua a tenere 
masterclass in tuto il mondo e rimane il diretore musicale del McCoy Tyner Trio. 

 



GERALD LEON CANNON 

Gerald Leon Cannon (born 1958) is an American jazz double bassist and visual artist. 

Early life 

Born in Racine, Wisconsin, he attended The University of Wisconsin at La Crosse where he met jazz 
player Milt Hinton. Cannon also studied at the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music in Milwaukee. 

Biography 

Cannon moved to New York City at age 28, and he started to play at the Blue Note Jazz Club with 
musicians Winard and Philip Harper and Justin Robinson. From there, he moved to gigs with Art 
Blakey's Jazz Messengers, Dexter Gordon, Cedar Walton Trio with Billy Higgins, Jimmy 
Smith, Jimmy Scott, James Williams, Hamiett Bluiett, Ed Thigpen, Frank Foster, John Bunch, Eddie 
Harris, Stanley Turrentine and Bunky Green. When trumpeter Roy Hargrove came to a club where 
Cannon was working, they met. For the next seven years, Cannon performed as a member of 
Hargrove's band at major jazz festivals all over the world, including the North Sea Jazz Festival, 
Cape Town Jazz Festival, Montreux Jazz Festival, Umbria Jazz Festival in Perugia, and the Montreal 
Jazz Festival. He also was a part of the award-winning Crisol tour where Cannon played with Cuban 
musicians like percussionist Jose Luis "Chanquito" Quintana, Miguel "Anga" Diaz, Horacio "El 
Negro" Hernandez, and Chucho Valdes and studied with bassist Orlando "Cachahito" Lopez and 
pianist Ruben Gonzalez. 

Style 

Cannon carries the knowledge passed on to him by bassists Ray Brown, Sam Jones, Ron Carter, 
and Buster Williams and continues the legacy by conducting master classes throughout the U.S. 
and Europe. He taught at the Oberlin Conservatory in 2014, the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music 
in Milwaukee, and the New School in New York and at Long Island University. He also gave a 
number of master classes at the University of Wisconsin in Whitewater and Eau Claire, at Emory 
University in Atlanta, Georgia and at the Conservatory of Amsterdam. Cannon was also a faculty 
member of the Conservatory of Maastricht, Holland. Cannon is currently Jazz Bass Instructor at 
JUILLIARD School (New York), Associate Professor of Jazz Bass at OBERLIN College & Conservatory 
(Ohio), and on the Board of the Directors at the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music. 

After leaving Hargrove, Cannon held the bass chair for drummer Elvin Jones until his passing in 
2004. Since then, Cannon has worked with Wynton and Branford Marsalis, Pat Martino, Louis 
Hayes, The Cannonball Legacy, Ernestine Anderson, Carmen Lundy, Abbey Lincoln, Gary Bartz, Joe 
Lovano, Monty Alexander, Larry Willis, Eddie Henderson, Steve Turre, Eric Reed, the Dexter 
Gordon Legacy Ensemble, and many other combinations, as well as with his own quartet. He 
continues to conduct Master classes around the world and remains the Musical Director for 
the McCoy Tyner Trio. 
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