The perception of the Mediterranean area that emerges from the questionnaire, proposed to the Italian survey sample, is very interesting and influenced by the geographical location of this country, in the middle of the Euro-Mediterranean Region.


Most of respondents believe that the Mediterranean Region is comparable to Italy: while just a small number of them considers it similar, for example, to the Egypt. This is a relevant data, from the point of view of the conception of "the Mediterranean area". It can be assumed that many people consider the Mediterranean similar to Europe but not to Africa: the Maghreb and the Mashreq areas, which also border the same sea and that, in the specific case of North Africa, are our direct neighbors, are actually perceived as "others" and "distant". As may be deduced from the questionnaire, the interest in the Maghreb and the Mashreq areas primarily regards the socio-cultural aspect, but with an "exotic" approach, a sort of "orientalism", to quote Edward Said. On the other side, again according to the data emerging from the survey, the opportunities for interaction are precisely provided by tourism or business. It should however be noted that the most important value for the respondents is related to the cultural diversity and the respect for different cultures and civilizations. Lastly, with reference to the so-called "Arab Spring", many respondents believe that it was a very important event, for the human rights and democracy, but to the question "What do you mean by democracy?", the most of them answered "freedom", in a very wide meaning. Only 2% of them said "political participation". This shows the relevance of the gap between civil society and governments: only 6% believe that the situation will improve through the political participation, expressing lack of trust primarily in the politician representatives.

Today, it’s very easy to get news about Mediterranean and Arab Countries. In particular, after the so-called Arab Spring, the information concerning the southern shore of the Mediterranean has become frequent. Everybody, through the media - as printed paper or internet - can access it. However, the perception of these Countries, and of the Mediterranean in general, not always corresponds to reality. It is often the result of clichés or beliefs that create false stereotypes. Therefore, the fieldwork in the Intercultural context - as international cooperation and counter or correct information - appears nowadays urgent and necessary. Who works in these professional fields, must face complex issues, often related to a superficial knowledge of the Mediterranean.


The above mentioned geographical location makes Italy a "natural intercultural laboratory". An emblematic example is the island of Lampedusa, an island of tragedies but also of opportunities, such as the chance to turn the "Mediterranean of compassion" into "Mediterranean of co-existence".
The Italian Network of the Anna Lindh Foundation - newly constituted in RIDE " Rete italiana per il Dialogo Euromediterraneo " - is a concrete example in the field of the intercultural activities.

Among the most important initiatives in the field of the promotion of the intercultural dialogue, supported by the Anna Lindh Foundation in Italy, must be mentioned:
1. "An inquire about the veil across the Mediterranean", a project coordinated by Paralleli – Euro Mediterranean Institute of the North West .
2. "Mediterranean networking. Step one Lampedusa”, intercultural workshops in Lampedusa and a set of activities coordinated by Arci within the framework of the Italian Network Common Action
3. "Dialogue for Peace”, Workshops, organized by the Fondazione Mediterraneo
We believe that the projects listed above may be examples of work "on the ground" and of an “open” and  “bottom up” methodological approach, useful in order to overcome stereotypes about the complex socio-cultural issues that the Mediterranean implies.
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