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    INSTRUCTIONS FOR VVIP DELEGATIONS 
 
This instruction document was prepared by the Organizing Committee for the 
commemoration of July 11, 1995 – the 30th anniversary of the genocide against 
Bosniaks in the "UN Safe Area of Srebrenica" and the burial of identified victims from 
July 1995. 
 
The funeral (janazah) for the identified victims of the genocide against Bosniaks in 
Srebrenica in 1995 will take place on July 11, 2025, in Potočari. 
 
The funeral will be preceded by a commemoration marking the 29th anniversary of 
the genocide against Bosniaks of the “UN Safe Area” of Srebrenica in July 1995. 
 
This document contains: 
 A brief overview of the schedule for the commemoration and funeral 
 Information on accreditation and arrival of delegations in Potočari/Srebrenica 
 Detailed information on entering the Memorial Center, reaching the memorial 

room, and parking 
 Detailed information on activities in the Memorial Center 
 Detailed information on activities at the Potočari cemetery 
 Detailed information on departure from Potočari 
 A detailed schedule for the commemoration and funeral 
 Information on media coverage 
 General notes 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

O R G A N I Z A C I O N I   O D B O R 
za obilježavanje 11. jula 1995. godine 

30. godišnjice genocida nad Bošnjacima „Sigurne  zone  UN-a“  Srebrenica 
i ukop identifikovanih žrtava iz jula 1995. godine 

      N   E       Z   A   B   O   R   A   V   I   M   O  . . . 
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SHORT PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 
 
08:30 – 09:00 Arrival of delegations at the Potočari Memorial Center 

Visit to the exhibition "Steps of Those Who (Did Not) Crossed" by 
curators Azir Osmanović, Elma Hašimbegović, and Elma Hodžić 

 
09:00 – 09:25 Arrival to the commemoration venue, signing the Book of 

Condolences 
Taking seats according to the seating plan 

 
09:30 Start of the commemoration with the intonation of the National 

Anthem of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
11:30 End of the commemoration 

Transition of delegations from the Memorial Center to the 
cemetery 
Paying respects to the victims and laying flowers 
Proceeding to the gallery on the hill or to the Musalla 

 
12:15 – 13:00  Religious program 
 
13:00   Start of the prayers and funeral (dženaza) for 5 identified victims 
 
14:15   Delegations begin moving towards the cemetery exit 
 
14:30 – 15:00  Departure of delegations from Potočari 
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ACCREDITATION 
 
Accreditation of members of foreign delegations is handled by the Protocol of the 
Government of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in coordination with the 
Directorate for Coordination of Police Bodies of Bosnia and Herzegovina (DKPT). 
 
Contact person: 
Mrs. Dina Budalica, Tel: +387 33 667 163 
Email: dina.budalica@fbihvlada.gov.ba  
 
Accreditation for media representatives and official photographers is handled by the 
Subcommittee for Information. The head of this subcommittee is responsible for the 
accreditation process. 
 
Contact person: 
Mr. Adem Mehmedović, Tel: +387 56 445 521 
Email: adem.horion@gmail.com  
 
Vehicle Accreditation 
All vehicles that do not have a police escort or diplomatic license plates must have vehicle 
accreditation. Accreditations are issued by the Organizing Committee (OC); for media 
representatives, accreditations are distributed by the Subcommittee for Information. 
 
Contact person: 
Mrs. Dina Budalica, Tel: +387 33 667 163 
Email: dina.budalica@fbihvlada.gov.ba 
 
Accreditation for Delegation Members 
All delegation members attending the commemoration must have an accreditation, 
which will be provided by the Organizing Committee (OC) based on a previously 
submitted list and distributed by the Protocol of the Government of the Federation of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
 
Contact person: 
Mrs. Dina Budalica, Tel: +387 33 667 163 
Email: dina.budalica@fbihvlada.gov.ba 
 
Accreditation for Media Representatives and Official Photographers 
All media representatives and official photographers must possess an accreditation 
issued by the Organizing Committee (OC) and distributed by the Subcommittee for 
Information. 
 

mailto:dina.budalica@fbihvlada.gov.ba
mailto:adem.horion@gmail.com
mailto:dina.budalica@fbihvlada.gov.ba
mailto:dina.budalica@fbihvlada.gov.ba
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Thank you for understanding. 
 
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF DELEGATIONS IN POTOČARI 
The arrival and departure of delegations will be organized according to the plan of the 
Subcommittee for Security. 
 
MOVEMENT OF DELEGATION VEHICLES IN THE MEMORIAL CENTER 
All vehicles will enter through the main entrance of the Memorial Center. After the head 
of the delegation exits the vehicle, the delegation’s vehicles will proceed along a 
designated route to an individual parking area assigned to each delegation – according to 
the route and parking plan prepared by DKPT. 
 
MC POTOČARI 
All delegations attending the commemoration at the Potočari Memorial Center complex 
will stop their vehicles on the access road to the complex. 
 
The head of the delegation will be greeted by Mr. Hamdija Fejzić, Chairman of the 
Organizing Committee for the commemoration of July 11, 1995. Following him, before 
entering the hall, the delegation will be greeted by the President of the Mothers’ 
Association. 
 
After the greetings, VVIP guests, accompanied by members of the Protocol 
Subcommittee, will proceed to the hall where the Commemoration will be held. 
 
If VVIP guests arrive in Potočari earlier, they will, accompanied by a curator, visit the 
exhibition "In the Footsteps of Those Who (Did Not) Cross" by curators Azir Osmanović, 
Elma Hašimbegović, and Elma Hodžić. 
 
Heads of delegations may sign the Book of Condolences, which will be placed in the hall 
where the Commemoration is held. The Book of Condolences will contain no text or 
photographic content other than the messages of the heads of delegations. 
 
AUDIENCE SEATING 
The first rows of chairs are reserved for representatives of the victims’ families, heads of 
delegations, and part of the Organizing Committee members. Other rows are reserved 
for members of delegations. Seating sections will be marked according to the 
arrangement prepared by the Protocol Subcommittee of the Organizing Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

 
COMMEMORATION PROGRAM 
 
1. National Anthem 
The moderator announces the intonation of the National Anthem of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 
 
2. Speeches by Attending Officials: 

 Mr. Hamdija Fejzić, President of the Organizing Committee for the 
Commemoration of July 11, 1995, 

 Mrs. Munira Subašić, President of the Movement “Mothers of the Enclaves of 
Srebrenica and Žepa,” 

 Member of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
 

An exact list of speeches by attending VVIP guests and guests of the rank of Head of 
State, Speaker of Parliament, or Prime Minister will be finalized on July 9, 2025. 
 
Note: 
BHRT will broadcast the commemoration live from the hall. 
 
Additional Notes: 
The use of mobile phones and other communication devices that produce sound or 
require speaking is prohibited inside the hall. Sending SMS or other messages is not 
allowed. An exception is made for security personnel, who may use communication 
devices discreetly. Use of flash photography is prohibited. Taking individual or group 
selfies, as well as other photographs or audio recordings, is not permitted. Smoking is not 
allowed inside the hall. 
 
3. Exit from the Hall After the Commemoration 
The moderator invites heads and members of delegations to proceed towards the exit 
from the Memorial Room. Heads of delegations will be led by Mr. Hamdija Fejzić, 
President of the Organizing Committee. 

 
Potočari Cemetery – Paying Respects 
Heads of delegations and their hosts stop at the main gate of the cemetery. 
Heads of delegations approach the coffins located on the lawn to the left of the entrance, 
beneath the flagpoles with the national flags of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
 
A designated area for cameramen and photo reporters is located along the fence. 
 
Heads of delegations pay respects to the victims being buried and proceed to the area 
between the Musalla and the fountain, where they will receive a flower to lay before the 
pedestal of the Memorial to the Victims of July 1995. 
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After laying the flower, heads of delegations pass by the wall with the victims’ names. 
Delegation heads who do not intend to participate actively in the religious part of the 
program may either leave the cemetery or go along the path towards the gallery on the 
hill from where they can observe the funeral prayer. Those planning to attend the 
Jumu’ah, Ikindija, and funeral prayers proceed under the Musalla. 
 
BHRT will provide live coverage of the entire ceremony of paying respects in all segments. 
 

 
Potočari Cemetery – Path to the Gallery on the Hill or Entrance to the Musalla 
Heads of delegations and their accompanying members who will not pray after visiting 
the wall with the victims’ names proceed, accompanied by members of the Protocol 
Subcommittee, towards the gallery on the hill. 
 
Each head of delegation who will pray the Dhuhr, Asr, and funeral prayers is met by a 
member of the Protocol Subcommittee at the exit from the wall with the victims’ names 
and guided to the Musalla. 
 
A head of delegation who will pray Jumu’ah, Asr, and funeral prayers does not exit the 
area around the wall with the victims’ names, but instead ascends a short staircase on 
their left side to the platform where the Musalla is located, approaches the Musalla, and 
takes their place in the prayer rows (saf). 
 
From the gallery on the hill, heads and members of delegations will follow the 
performance of a fragment from the oratorio “Srebrenica Inferno” composed by Đelo 
Jusić with text by Džemaludin Latić. This work is dedicated to the genocide against 
Bosniaks in Srebrenica. A part of this oratorio is traditionally performed before the 
funeral prayer in Potočari. 

 
 
Potočari Cemetery – Funeral Prayer (Dženaza) 
From the gallery on the hill, heads and members of delegations observe the performance 
of the Dhuhr, Asr, and funeral prayers and the carrying of coffins to the graves while the 
names of the victims being buried are read aloud. 
 
The Jumu’ah, Asr, and funeral prayers followed by the carrying of coffins represent a 
unique funeral ceremony in the Muslim world. A special exception during the Potočari 
funeral is that women also pray the funeral prayer, which is uncommon. There is also no 
usual separation between men and women during the prayer recitations. Another 
uniqueness of the funeral in Potočari is that most attendees pray the funeral prayer 
among the graves, which is not a usual custom but a special case only in Potočari. 
 
In the scene mixing the living and the dead during the prayer, there is a mythical 
dimension that makes the funeral in Potočari not only an exceptional Muslim burial but 
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also a poetic and anthropological phenomenon and expression of an ineffable tragedy. 
The feeling of mercy combined with a primal sorrow culminates with the entrance of the 
coffins with the remains of the victims, carried above the heads of relatives and friends 
present at the funeral while the names of the victims being buried are read aloud. 
 
Gradually, families take over individual coffins, and the funeral individualizes into 
separate burials of genocide victims with individual recitations at the gravesite. In this 
way, each victim has an individual burial ritual typical for single funerals. 
 
DEPARTURE FROM POTOČARI CEMETERY 
 
When the individual funeral prayers (dženazas) begin, heads of delegations and 
delegation members who prayed the funeral prayer leave the Musalla following the 
designated path towards Gates A and B. 
 
The walk from the Musalla to Gate B is done at a slow pace, taking care to respect the 
ongoing individual burials and maintaining social distancing measures. 
Heads of delegations will have the opportunity to give statements before leaving 
Potočari. 
 
Heads of delegations and their accompanying members depart from the Memorial 
Center via the designated route in coordination with the Subcommittee for Security. 
 

 
BHRT will broadcast live: 

 The performance of “Srebrenica Inferno” 
 The Jumu’ah and Asr prayers 
 The funeral prayer (dženaza) 
 The carrying of coffins and the reading of victims’ names 
 Individual funerals 
 The presence of delegations at the funeral 
 The gradual departure of delegations from the hill park towards Gates A or B. 
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DETAILED PROGRAM 
 
08:30–09:00 Arrival of delegations at the Memorial Center (Scheme I) 

Visit to the exhibition "Steps of Those Who (Did Not) Crossed" by curators 
Azir Osmanović, Elma Hašimbegović, and Elma Hodžić 

 
09:00–09:25 Arrival to the commemoration hall, signing the Book of Condolences 

Taking seats according to the seating plan 
 
09:30–11:30 Commemoration ceremony 
 
11:30 End of commemoration 

Accompanied by Mr. Fejzić and members of the Organizing Committee, 
heads of delegations exit the commemoration hall and proceed towards 
the cemetery 
Heads of delegations pay respects to the coffins; lay flowers before the 
Memorial stone, and walk along the wall with the names of the Srebrenica 
genocide victims (Scheme II) 

Note: 
The head of delegation walks the path alongside the wall with the names of the 
Srebrenica genocide victims alone. 
Heads of delegations who will pray Dhuhr, Asr, and funeral prayers enter the Musalla. 
Heads of delegations who do not participate in the religious ritual proceed and take seats 
on the gallery on the hill. 
 
12:15-13:00 Religious program 
 
13:00–14:15 Call to prayer (Ezan) 

Jumu’ah and Asr prayers 
Funeral prayer (Dženaza) 
Raising of the coffins 
Carrying of the coffins and reading the names of the victims being buried 
Burial of the victims 
Recitation at the gravesites 

 
14:15–14:30 Departure of heads of delegations and delegation members from the 

gallery on the hill or leaving Potočari 
 
14:40 Delegations wait for their vehicles at positions designated by the 

Subcommittee for Security 
 
14:45–15:00 Departure of delegation vehicles from the Memorial Center via the 

designated route 
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IMPORTANT NOTES 
 
Dress Code 
Diplomatic dress code applies. 
 
Women covering their heads during the funeral prayer (dženaza) is considered a sign of 
respect towards the funeral and the religious ritual. Head covering applies exclusively to 
presence in the Cemetery. The choice of headscarf is individual. Covering the head is not 
mandatory. 
 
Srebrenica Flower 
It is recommended that all members of delegations wear the Srebrenica flower pinned on 
the left lapel of their jacket or on the left side of their dress. 
 
Flowers 
The Organizing Committee will provide uniform flowers for each Head of Delegation to 
lay beside the Memorial stone for the Srebrenica genocide victims. 
NOTE: If any delegation decides to lay a wreath, this must be done before the beginning 
of the commemoration or after the conclusion of the religious part of the program. 

 
Attendance at Individual Funeral Prayers (Dženaza) for Genocide Victims 
 
If a Head of Delegation wishes to attend the individual funeral prayer of a genocide 
victim, this must be announced to the Organizing Committee no later than July 9, 2025. 
 
Special Requests 
 
If there are any special requests outside this protocol, please submit them to the 
Organizing Committee as soon as possible, but no later than July 9, 2025. The Organizing 
Committee will promptly review the request and respond on whether it can be 
accommodated. 

 
We thank you for your dedicated approach to the Commemoration and Funeral Prayer 
for the victims of genocide. We are confident that, with your kind assistance, we will 
conduct the funeral of the identified victims and the Commemoration marking the 30th 
anniversary of the genocide against Bosniaks in the “Safe Area under UN Protection” in 
Srebrenica in 1995 with dignity. 

 
 

President of the Organizing Committee 
 

              Hamdija Fejzić   
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Shema I 
 

Shema II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


