/courtesy translation/

President of the Fondazione Mediterraneo
Architecture professor, engineer
Mr. Michele Capasso

Dear Mr. Michele Capasso!
On behalf of the Odesa City Council, Odesans, and my behalf, please accept sincere
gratitude for the responsiveness and support shown to Ukraine and our city in these
difficult times. Your solidarity is essential for us in times of difficult struggle for the
freedom and sovereignty of our state and the entire Ukrainian people.
No exception is the comprehensive assistance and support of the Ambassador of the
City of Odesa in the Italian Republic, Mr. Attilio Malliani, his contribution to the
assistance of Odesa and Ukraine since the beginning of the introduction of martial law
in the territory of our country.
Such unity and friendly cooperation are essential parts of success in overcoming the
enemy.
It should be noted that Odesa is a multinational and multicultural city with more than
130 nationalities.
In addition, more than 25 diplomatic missions are accredited in our city, emphasizing
the exclusive status of Odesa as a center of international cooperation, which is treated
with attention by foreign governments.
The war divided our lives into before and after. Nevertheless, there are eternal and
immutable values, the object of our pride. That is our history, our cultural heritage.
We live in a city with unique architecture, inherited from the founders of Odesa. And
we must pass this wealth to our children safe and sound. The historical center of
Odesa is on the previous list of UNESCO. In recent years, we have done a great deal
of work to achieve our goal - including our historic center on the UNESCO World
Heritage List.

It will provide protection guarantees from one of the most authoritative international
organizations in the world. After all, within this territory, there are 196 monuments of
cultural heritage, of which 30 - the national significance, which created Odesa the
image of one of the most visited cultural centers in Ukraine and the world.
In particular, there are 20 museums and exhibition halls, and 10 theaters in the city,
among which is the Odesa National Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre - one of the
best theaters all over the world.
On our own, we tried to protect our monuments. However, we need solid guarantees
and confidence that the famous Odesa skyline will not be wiped out. Not a single
Odesan could even imagine such a thing.
Moreover, we are confident that Odesa obtaining such important status defined by the
“Fondazione Mediterraneo” organization will allow us to get closer to an important
goal - the inclusion of our historical center on the UNESCO World Heritage List.
Odesa is the Hero City and will fight for its land, for its country! Our memory stores
alive images of our defenders, and that fact strengthens our confidence in future
victory!

Sincerely,
Mayor of the City of Odesa
Gennadiy Trukhanov

