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1° ANNIVERSARIO DELLA BIBLIOTHECA ALEXANDRINA
Il 12 ottobre, alla presenza di S.E. Suzanne Mubarak, si sono svolte le celebrazioni del 1°
Anniversario della Bibliotheca Alexandrina.
Sono intervenuti, tra gli altri, il Presidente della Commissione Europea, Romano Prodi, i Ministri
dell’Università dei Paesi Euro-Mediterranei, il Direttore della Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Ismail
Serageldin ed altre autorità internazionali.
La Fondazione Laboratorio Mediterraneo, che ha sottoscritto con la Bibliotheca Alexandrina un
Protocollo di Cooperazione permanente, è intervenuta con il Presidente, Michele Capasso, la
Vicepresidente, Caterina Arcidiacono ed il Presidente del Comitato Scientifico Internazionale,
Predrag Matvejević.
In questa occasione vi è stato un incontro cordiale con la presidente Suzanne Mubarak ed il
presidente Prodi: Suzanne Mubarak ha ricordato la recente visita a Napoli, l’accordo sottoscritto
con la Fondazione Laboratorio Mediterraneo sottolineando al presidente Prodi lo straordinario
impegno del presidente Michele Capasso dal 1990 per il dialogo e la pace ed il ruolo
fondamentale della Fondazione per la cooperazione euromediterrnaea.
A conclusione Predrag Matvejević e Romano Prodi hanno riassunto l’impegno dell’Italia e della
Fondazione e, in particolare, le azioni comuni con la Repubblica Araba d’Egitto.

________________________
Alessandria, 12 ottobre 2003

La presidente Suzanne Mubarak rende omaggio al presidente Michele Capasso in presenza del
presidente Romano Prodi

Da destra: il presidente Romano Prodi, il prof. Predrag Matvejević, il presidente Michele
Capasso e la vicepresidente Caterina Arcidiacono
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A year has passed since the official inauguration of
the Library. Despite this short period, so much has
already taken place.
We have officially established the Museums and

Institutes under the umbrella of the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina. We have held exhibitions, symposia,
meetings and performances of many kinds.
When we met in Aswan in 1990, we had the
dream of reviving the spirit of ancient Alexandria
and its Library, and though it did seem like a bold
idea, I believe many of us feel that we are on our
way to realizing it.
We are gathered here today to mark a milestone:
the completion of our first year, and also to pay
tribute to the city that has graciously hosted the
Library. Alexandria was one of the earliest
conscious experiences in pluralism and the
embodiment of Alexander the Great’s vision of a
city where the peoples of the world could co-exist
and together forge a universal culture. Since that
time Alexandria has had a special place in the
heart of Greece, and the Greek Community of
Alexandria has had a special place in Egypt’s heart.
Kinotis, the Greek Community of Alexandria was
the largest in Egypt and it was the first foreign
community to be formally established.
Last year, the day following the inauguration of the
Library, the equestrian statue of Alexander,
donated by the people of Greece to the city of
Alexandria, was unveiled. Tomorrow, another

Greek gift to the Library, the bust of Alexander, will
be unveiled in the Plaza. Today, we welcome many
Greek friends among our international guests.
We welcome you all who have come from across
the Mediterranean to participate in our
celebrations, and thank you for consolidating the
bridges that are continuously being extended
between our peoples.
This Library, through its activities, consolidates our
sense of community and helps us in our long
journey of learning and understanding.
An old Chinese proverb says:
If you plan for a year, plant rice
If you plan for a decade, plant trees
If you plan for a century, educate people!
Our Library is dedicated to that long-term goal, to
empower a whole new generation to learn how to
learn, and to help them and future generations on
their individual journeys of exploration and
knowledge.
We are grateful to those of you who join us today
in celebrating the first anniversary in the life of our
Bibliotheca Alexandrina.

Suzanne Mubarak
President of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina

DISCORSO DI H.E. SUSANNE MUBARAK
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Let me offer a warm welcome to all of you
attending the First Anniversary celebration for the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina.
The goal of the new Bibliotheca Alexandrina was
never to try the impossible task of duplicating the
ancient Library, but rather to revive the spirit of

the seeking, learning, experimentation and
dissemination that existed during the 700-year
lifetime of the Ancient Library of Alexandria. The
influence of the ancient Library has continued long
beyond the time of its disappearance.
It has been the mother of libraries and has set the
traditions and standards for most libraries forever
afterwards.
The founders of the greatest libraries have all
acknowledged that it was the ancient Library that
inspired them, as Pope Nicholas V, founder of the
Vatican Library in 1450, said. Even today, we have
the Alexandria Project in the USA, the Alexandrina
Project in Italy, the Alexa Internet and probably
many other worthy efforts that were influenced by
the mystique of the Alexandria Library.
The new Bibliotheca Alexandrina, like its great
predecessor, is committed to science, culture and
knowledge. It seeks the revival of our heritage, as
well as the production and dissemination of the
new.
We all have great expectations for the Library, but
at the same time, we have to remember that this
Library is just being born, and today we celebrate
its anniversary. This past year, following the
Inauguration on 16 October 2002, has been full of
challenges. Our staff are exerting great efforts to
ensure that our work will meet the highest

international standards of excellence. We now
have three museums and seven institutions within
our fold. These are the Antiquities Museum,
Manuscripts Museum, Science Museum, the Arts
Center, International School for Information
Science (ISIS), Documentation of Cultural and
Natural Heritage Center (CULNAT), Manuscript
Center, Calligraphy Institute, Research and Special
Programs Center, and the Alexandria and
Mediterranean Research Center. Our institutions
support the Library’s goal in becoming a unique
center of excellence in Egypt and the world. They
also contribute to give substance to President
Mubarak’s vision, when he promised the world at
the Inauguration of the Library last October that
the new Library would embody “the
interconnection of cultures, pluralism and the
glory of science and knowledge”.
Under the wise guidance of Mrs. Mubarak and our
distinguished Board of Trustees, and with the help
of all our friends and supporters, we can indeed
have confidence that one young Library will prove
to be a worthy heir to the mantle of the ancient
Library, reinterpreting its spirit for the new
centuries.

Ismail Serageldin
General Director of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina

DISCORSO DI ISMAIL SERAGELDIN
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PROGRAMMA

Bibliotheca Alexandrina
Alexandria – 12th October 2003 h. 6:30 p.m.

Presentation of the book
“Lo Specchio del Mare Mediterraneo”
This event is the first of a series of collaborations
between the Bibliotheca Alexandrina and the Fondazione
Laboratorio Mediterraneo

Will intervene
• H.E. Suzanne Mubarak,

president of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina
• H.E. Romano Prodi                                                                                                 

President of the European Commission
• H.E. Farouk Hosni,

Minister for Culture of the Arab Republic of Egypt
• Prof arch. Michele Capasso,

President of the Fondazione Laboratorio Mediterraneo
• Dr. Ismail Serageldin,

Director of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina
• Arch. Mohamed Awad,

President of the Alexandria and Mediterranean 
Research Centre

• Prof. Caterina Arcidiacono,
Vice-president of the Fondazione Laboratorio
Mediterraneo

The author of the book, Mr. Predrag Matvejević,
member of the High-Level of Advisory Group of the
European Commission and President of the C.S. of the
Fondazione Laboratorio Mediterraneo, will participate
to the event.

PRESENTAZIONE DELL’EDIZIONE ARABA DEL LIBRO
"LO SPECCHIO DEL MARE MEDITERRANEO" ________________________

Alessandria, 12 ottobre 2003

Il 12 ottobre 2003, presso la Bibliotheca Alexandrina, si è svolta la Presentazione dell´edizione
araba del libro "Lo Specchio del Mare Mediterraneo".
Sono intervenuti: S.E. Suzanne Mubarak, presidente della Bibliotheca Alexandrina; Farouk
Hosni, Ministro della Cultura della Repubblica Araba d´Egitto; il prof. Romano Prodi, Presidente
della Commissione Europea; il presidente Michele Capasso e la vicepresidente Caterina
Arcidiacono della Fondazione Laboratorio Mediterraneo; il dott. Ismail Serageldin, Direttore
della Bibliotheca Alexandrina; l´Arch. Mohamed Awad, presidente dell´Alexandria and
Mediterranean Research Centre ed il prof. Predrag Matvejević, autore del libro e presidente del
Comitato Scientifico della Fondazione.
Questo evento è il primo di una serie di collaborazioni tra la Bibliotheca Alexandrina e la
Fondazione Laboratorio Mediterraneo.
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